PROBLEMS
SOME one has said that all the great movements In history are ultimately traceable to economic causes.
The movement of the ancient Jews into Egypt was due to a famine in their old home, and to a careful system of finance and agriculture under Joseph in the land of the Pharaohs. Their movement back Into a Promised Land, "flowing with milk and honey/' was due to the intolerable conditions of their economic life, in which their r&le was narrowed to that of hewers of wood and drawers of water. The first impulse in the onward expansion of Rome and Italy was given by the commercial and manufacturing rivalry between the Phoenicians and the Romans. The mediaeval struggle between East and West among the Mediterranean nations, of which the outward embodiment was the Crusades, was in reality fought over the issue; who were to be the masters of the commerce and industries of the world? The combatants In the struggle have changed, but the struggle itself has gone on